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goal to “protect the health of Americans where they 
live, learn, work and play,” the AAFP noted HHS’ 
failure to acknowledge the importance of advancing 
health equity to improve the health of all citizens.

The AAFP then said that as an organization it has 
“made addressing social determinants of health—as 
they impact individuals, families and communities 
across the lifespan and striving for health equity—a 
strategic priority.” The letter provided a link to the 
AAFP’s Center for Diversity and Health Equity, http://
www.aafp.org/patient-care/social-determinants-of-
health/cdhe.html, where HHS can also get further 
details about a new Academy initiative to advance 
health equity in all communities dubbed “The Every-
ONE Project.”

HHS will take recommendations received from the 
AAFP and others to build on progress made in strate-
gic and performance planning efforts for the future.

Sheri Porter
AAFP News Department
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AMERICAN BOARD OF FAMILY MEDICINE 
SELECTS NEW CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
AND PRESIDENT

The American Board of Family 
Medicine’s (ABFM) Board of Direc-
tors has selected Warren Newton, 
MD, MPH to become its next 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer, succeeding Dr. James C. 
Puffer upon his retirement. Dr. 
Newton will serve in the position 
of President and CEO Elect begin-

ning July 1, 2018 until Dr. Puffer’s retirement at the 
end of 2018. Upon assuming the role of President and 
CEO on January 1, 2019, Dr. Newton will oversee the 
ABFM, as well as the ABFM Foundation and Pisacano 
Leadership Foundation.

About Dr. Newton
Dr. Newton is currently Executive Director of the 
North Carolina Area Health Education Center (NC 
AHEC), a national leader in practice redesign, continu-

ing professional development, health careers program-
ming, and innovation in graduate medical education, 
and Vice Dean of the School of Medicine at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina (UNC). From 1999-2016, he 
served as the William B. Aycock Professor and Chair of 
Family Medicine at UNC.

Dr. Newton has been a personal physician for 33 
years, working in a variety of settings, including the 
UNC Family Medicine Center, the Moncure Commu-
nity Health Center, and the Randolph County Health 
Department. In the 1990s, he founded the first hospi-
talist program at UNC Hospitals and helped reorganize 
family medicine obstetrics into a maternal child service. 
Over the past 15 years, he has led practice transforma-
tion initiatives at the practice, regional, and statewide 
levels; North Carolina AHEC now provides support 
in health information technology, PCMH, and quality 
improvement for over 1,200 primary care practices.

As an educator, Dr. Newton served as residency 
director at UNC from 1992-1997; since 2004, he has 
co-lead the 13 collaborative of 24 primary care residen-
cies focused on clinical transformation in the residency 
practices. He has also taught extensively in medical 
school and fellowship programs and served as Vice 
Dean of Medical Education at the University of North 
Carolina from 2008-2013, during which he led an 
LCME review, expanded the school, established satellite 
campuses, developed new curricula in professionalism 
and population health and expanded the enrollment of 
underrepresented minorities. Dr. Newton’s scholarship 
has focused on the organization and effectiveness of 
health care; he has over 140 peer-reviewed publica-
tions, including over 80 published with students, and 
has been principal investigator on grants totaling more 
than $45,000,000. Finally, from 2012 to 2017, he served 
on the Board of Trustees of the North Carolina State 
Health Plan, responsible for the health and health care 
of approximately 700,000 state and county employees 
and retirees. In 2016, he served as Senior Policy Advisor 
to the North Carolina Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, helping to prepare the Medicaid 1115 innova-
tion waiver, plan rural residency expansion, and develop 
quality metrics for Medicaid.

“Warren Newton’s extraordinary service to the 
discipline of family medicine and his commitment to 
improving health has been a core value that has guided 
every aspect of his professional work over the last 3 
decades,” said Elizabeth G. Baxley, MD, Professor of 
Family Medicine at Brody School of Medicine and 
Chair of the ABFM Board. “I have had the privilege 
of working with Warren at the state and national level 
and can attest to his dedication to continuous improve-
ment and innovation in clinical care and education, as 
well as his drive to strengthen the discipline of family 
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medicine to serve the American public. He is truly a 
transformative leader, and the ABFM Board of Direc-
tors is confident in his abilities to ensure that our certi-
fication programs are relevant and worthwhile to both 
clinicians and patients.”

Continuously board certified in family medicine 
since 1987, Dr. Newton served on the ABFM Board of 
Directors from 2007-2013, including his term as Board 
Chair in 2011-12. He currently serves as a Director on 
the ABFM Foundation Board of Directors. Dr. New-
ton also brings experience working with the American 
Board of Medical Specialties, where he serves as a mem-
ber of the ABMS Committee on Continuing Certifica-
tion, including a term as one if its first chairs in 2014.

Additional national roles in which Dr. Newton has 
served include President of the Association of Depart-
ments of Family Medicine and Founding Chair of the 
Council of Academic Family Medicine. He is cur-
rently a member of the Liaison Committee of Medical 
Education and represents the ABFM at the National 
Academy of Medicine’s Global Forum on Innovation in 
Health Professional Education.

Dr. Newton graduated from Yale University in 
1980 and Northwestern Medical School in 1984. 
After residency and chief residency at the University 
of North Carolina, he completed the Robert Wood 
Johnson Clinical Scholars Program and an MPH at 
the UNC Gillings School of Global Public Health. In 
2012-13, he was selected as a Society of Teachers of 
Family Medicine (STFM) Bishop Fellow, during which 
he also completed the American Council of Education 
Fellow’s program.

“For nearly 50 years, the American Board of Family 
Medicine has served family physicians and the public 
with great distinction. I am delighted to serve the 
Board and family physicians across the country and 
honored to follow the outstanding leadership of Jim 
Puffer,” said Newton. “I have great admiration for the 
family physicians at the forefront of the care and the 
innovation that the American public needs. The Board 
is deeply committed to supporting them as they serve 
their patients and communities, and will continue to 
help develop the systems and tools needed to support 
them as they work continually to improve their prac-
tices. We are also committed to engagement with our 
partners—patients and families, other specialties, other 
professions, other organizations and payers—who 
share our vision of the need for dramatic improvement 
in health and health care for the American people.”

About ABFM
The American Board of Family Medicine (ABFM) is 
one of the 24 Member Boards of the American Board 
of Medical Specialties. Founded in 1969, it is a volun-

tary, not-for-profit, private organization whose objec-
tive is to encourage excellence in medical care. The 
ABFM believes that its certified family physicians have 
successfully demonstrated their ability and have proven 
their commitment to the public, the specialty of Family 
Medicine and the profession.

Through its certification processes, the ABFM 
seeks to provide patients the assurance that their certi-
fied family physicians have the necessary education, 
training, skills, and experience to provide high quality 
care to patients and their families and that this com-
mitment to excellence is maintained throughout their 
years of practice.
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REFLECTING ON OUR 50TH YEAR
2017 was a year of celebration for STFM. We acknowl-
edged the contributions of past leaders, recognized the 
important role we fill today in family medicine educa-
tion, and launched new initiatives to prepare our mem-
bers to educate future physicians to meet the needs of 
individuals, families, and communities.

Some of the Year’s Accomplishments
Partied like it was 1967! During our 50th Anniversary 
yearlong celebration, staff and members produced a 
50th Anniversary edition of Family Medicine and created 
a series of videos and blog posts about “remember-
ing the past, embracing the present, and shaping the 
future.” We celebrated at our conferences with special 
programming, history exhibits, “champagne” toasts, 
ice sculptures, and possibly the most energetic STFM 
dance party ever. We ceremoniously packed away 
anniversary-year mementos in a time capsule to be 
opened in 2042.

Introduced Peer-Reviewed Reports in Medical 
Education Research (PRiMER). This open-access 
scholarly journal publishes original research briefs 
that fill a gap between the presentation of research 
results at conferences and the development of full-
length articles suitable for submission to traditional 
print journals, such as Family Medicine. PRiMER editors 
offer feedback and mentoring to junior researchers.

Launched the Residency Faculty Fundamentals 
Certificate Program. This assessment-based online 
program includes self-led courses with assignments to 
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