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before an LRI episode occurs, Dr. Mehr believes that
the study’s prediction rule would make treatment deci-
sions more straightforward. As a future research direc-
tion, he is interested in following up on another part
of this study that identified communication barriers
between nursing home staff and physicians; these bar-
riers can account for unnecessary and often hazardous
hospitalization. “Ultimately, we could probably treat
at least three quarters of these cases in the nursing
home,” he said.

Erik J. Lindbloom, MD, MSPH
University of Missouri-Columbia

Chair, STFM Research Committee
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE
UPCOMING STFM CONFERENCES

25th Anniversary Conference 
on Patient Education
November 20-23, 2003
Hyatt Regency San Antonio Riverwalk, San Antonio,
Texas

30th Anniversary Predoctoral Education 
Conference
January 29-February 1, 2004
Hotel InterContinental, New Orleans, Louisiana

24th Annual Conference on Families and Health
February 25-28, 2004
Amelia Island Resort, Amelia Island, Florida 

37th Annual Spring Conference
May 12-16, 2004
Westin Harbour Castle, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Visit http://www.stfm.org for more information on any of the
above conferences.


