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T
he Annals of Family Medicine encourages read-

ers to develop a learning community of those 

seeking to improve health care and health 

through enhanced primary care. You can participate by 

conducting a RADICAL journal club and sharing the 

results of your discussions in the Annals online discus-

sion for the featured articles. RADICAL is an acronym 

for Read, Ask, Discuss, Inquire, Collaborate, Act, and 

Learn. The word radical also indicates the need to 

engage diverse participants in thinking critically about 

important issues affecting primary care and then acting 

on those discussions.1

HOW IT WORKS
In each issue, the Annals selects an article or articles 

and provides discussion tips and questions. We encour-

age you to take a RADICAL approach to these materi-

als and to post a summary of your conversation in our 

online discussion. (Open the article online and click on 

“TRACK Comments: Submit a response.”) You can fi nd 

discussion questions and more information online 

at: http://www.AnnFamMed.org/AJC/.

CURRENT SELECTION
Article for Discussion
The Folsom Group. Communities of solution: the Folsom Report revis-
ited. Ann Fam Med. 2012;10(3):250-260.

Discussion Tips
This article provides an opportunity to reinvent the 

insights of an infl uential report to guide the actions of 

family physicians, community partners, policy mak-

ers, and others toward sustainably achieving healthy 

communities.

Discussion Questions
• What is the Folsom Report?2

•  How are the challenges addressed by the Folsom 

Report in 1967 (providing more comprehensive 

health care, improving the social and environmental 

determinants of health, enhancing urban and rural 

life…) relevant today?

•  What current forces favor acting now on the Com-

munity of Solution vision?

•  What health problems are best addressed at the level 

of community?

•  How can a community focus complement a focus on 

caring for individual patients to promote health?

• Discuss the current report’s “grand challenges.”

•  How can activities and policies at the federal and 

state levels complement action at the local commu-

nity level to promote health?

•  Although the Institute of Medicine defi nes primary 

care as being provided “in the context of commu-

nity,”3 does the Community of Solution concept give 

you a way of acting on this ideal?

•  How can working toward communities of solution 

become part of your professional and personal identi-

ties? What training and support systems are needed 

to make this a reality?

•  How might you begin working to create communi-

ties of solution where you live and work?4
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