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Peritonsillar Abscesses and Antibiotic 
Prescribing 390

New research finds that peritonsillar abscess is most frequent 
in young adults, but risk is quite low, whether antibiotics are 
prescribed or not.

Care Practices to Promote Patient 
Engagement  397

In this cross-sectional survey of direct-care providers in VA 
primary care, several structural and organizational attributes 
of clinics were significantly associated with high performance 
of patient engagement strategies in care.

After-Hours Primary Care and Same-Day ED 
Use 406

Better access to after-hours primary care reduced the risk of an 
ED visit following a home nursing visit.

Implementation of Mifepristone in Canada 413

Regulatory changes made Canada the first nation to effec-
tively enable medical abortion primary care access through 
evidence-based deregulation of mifepristone.

Primary Care Relationships and Functional 
Health Outcomes 422

The authors examine the longitudinal impact of changes in the 
physician-patient relationship on functional health.

Trends and Out-of-Pocket Expenditures for 
Visits to Primary Care Physicians 430

Total expenditure per visit increased for private insurance, 
Medicare (but not Medicaid), and for out-of-pocket, suggest-
ing increasing difficulty with primary care physician access, 
particularly for Medicaid patients.

Telepsychiatric Consultation and Rural Health 
Care 438

Telepsychiatric consultation serves not only as a model for 
patient care but also as a training and workforce development 
strategy in rural primary care.

Access to Obstetrical Care in Rural 
Alabama 446

Access to local obstetrical care in a rural area is associated 
with better infant outcomes.

Synthetic Levothyroxone vs Desiccated 
Thyroid  452

This longitudinal study showed no difference in TSH sta-
bility between desiccated thyroid products and synthetic 
levothyroxine.

Chronic Care Management Among Primary 
Care Clinicians 455

Primary care clinicians drove increasing use of Medicare’s 
CCM codes over time; however, the combination of payment 
denials, large number of eligible beneficiaries, and limited num-
ber of clinicians currently delivering these services underscores 
the need to evaluate facilitators and barriers to CCM use.

Immigrant Health & Public-Charge Rule 458

A summariy of recent changes to the US government’s Public-
Charge rule and what family physicians can do to promote 
the health of immigrant patients and their families.

Connecting While Out of Touch 461

In this essay, two family physicians, one in Canada, one in 
the UK, share their experiences consulting virtually and how 
the loss of touch impacts their ability to connect with patients.


