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Table 1 in: Kerley B, Tan L, Marshall D, O’Neill C, Bialachowski A, Pereira J. COVID-19 personal protective equipment in the home: navigating the complexity of donning and
doffing. Ann Fam Med. 2021;19(5):405-410 has been amended.
The online version of the article reflects the changes in
Table 1 described below.
The protocol described in our original article1 was developed in the very early months of the pandemic, in the spring
of 2020. At that time, high emphasis was placed on the possibility of fomite transmission and droplet transmission (vs
aerosol transmission) of COVID-19, and our original protocol
reflected this. Both of these premises, however, have been
called into question as the pandemic has evolved. Fomite
transmission has been de-emphasized2,3 and many authors
have theorized that airborne transmission via aerosol is more
common than originally thought.4,5 The appearance of the
Omicron variant of the virus has also introduced new considerations. These include the high transmissibility and short
intubation period of the virus, a high false negative rate of
rapid antigen testing, and (at least in the Province of Ontario,
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Canada) the lack of availability of timely PCR testing due
to high demands. These developments have implications for
both the procedures in the protocol and the type of personal
protective equipment (PPE) needing to be worn. In light of
this, we have revised our protocol.
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