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the Academy’s funding activities, particularly the rela-

tionships the AAFP has with pharmaceutical companies.

The AAFP has confi dence in the structure that it 

and others have put in place over the years, includ-

ing the ACCME’s Standards for Commercial Support, 

which are designed to ensure and reinforce indepen-

dence in CME activities. The Academy also has a high 

degree of confi dence in the ability of the overwhelm-

ing majority of our 94,000 members to know right 

from wrong and to refuse to let their professional judg-

ment be infl uenced by trivial contacts that some indi-

viduals and government types now seek to criminalize.

If industry support is lost or reduced, who will pay 

for continuing medical education? Two words—physi-

cians will. Individual learners or organizations, such as 

the AAFP, already pay more than 50% of CME costs, 

but the burden will have to shift even more. That may 

be fi ne for physicians in academic medical centers, but 

it will be an added stress on family physicians in clini-

cal practice. In fact, we could be headed for the worst 

of both worlds if less CME is available to practicing 

physicians and more funds are shifted to promotional 

spending, such as direct-to-consumer ads.

The AAFP supports a heightened sense of profes-

sionalism in industry relations, which could be a good 

outcome of this current debate. And the organization 

reaffi rms its pledge to promote high-quality, innova-

tive education for physicians, residents and medical 

students that will improve professional practice and 

patient outcomes and encompass the art, science, evi-

dence and socioeconomics of family medicine.

“As We See It: Voices of the AAFP” Staff
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2009 PISACANO SCHOLARS
The Pisacano Leadership Foundation, the philan-

thropic arm of the American Board of Family Medicine 

(ABFM), recently selected its 2009 Pisacano Scholars. 

These 5 medical students follow in the footsteps of 71 

scholar alumni who are practicing physicians and 15 

current scholars who are enrolled in family medicine 

residency programs across the country. The Pisacano 

Leadership Foundation was created in 1990 by the 

ABFM in tribute to its founder and fi rst executive 

director, Nicholas J. Pisacano, MD (1924–1990). Each 

Pisacano Scholar has demonstrated the highest level 

of leadership, academic achievement, communication 

skills, community service, and character and integrity.

Bethany Enoch, a 2009 Pisacano Scholar, is a 

4th-year medical student at the University of Kansas 

School of Medicine. She graduated summa cum laude 

from MidAmerica Nazarene University with a Bach-

elor of Arts in Biology and Music Performance. As an 

undergraduate, Bethany received a number of honors 

and awards, including the President’s Award, a half-

tuition scholarship based on ACT scores.

As a medical student, Bethany has continued to 

receive numerous awards and has achieved signifi cant 

leadership positions. At Kansas, she served as the 

president of the Family Medicine Interest Group and 

the vice president of the Kansas Alpha Omega Alpha 

chapter. Bethany also served as a student representa-

tive to the Kansas Academy of Family Physicians Board 

of Directors, and at the national level was elected as 

the student chair of the American Academy of Family 

Physicians’ National Conference of the Family Medi-

cine Residents and Students.

After moving to Kenya at the age of 10 with her 

parents who became missionaries, and witnessing the 

disadvantages that so much of the world endures, Beth-

any decided in 6th grade that she wanted to become 

a doctor. At a very young age, she served children of 

AIDS victims who were living in orphanages and deliv-

ered food and blankets to victims of tribal violence 

near her school. Bethany is confi dent that her experi-

ence as a child is what led her to medical school. As 

a doctor, Bethany plans to provide full-spectrum care 

from delivering babies to providing end-of-life care. 

She plans to be active in her community and work for 

her patients by helping to implement healthy measures 

in the community.

Pamela Ferry, a 2009 Pisacano Scholar, is a 4th-

year medical student at Baylor College of Medicine. A 

National Merit Scholar, she graduated from Stanford 

University with a Bachelor of Arts in Human Biology. 

She also received a Master of Health Science with 

a major in International Health from Johns Hopkins 

University. As a Liberty Hyde Bailey fellow at Cornell 

University, Pamela completed doctoral coursework for 

her PhD before deciding to pursue her medical degree.

From 1992-1996, Pamela served as a missionary 

with the Mennonite Central Committee in Yapacani, 

Bolivia working as a regional coordinator and health 

educator. After returning from Bolivia, Pamela joined 

Baylor, where she is currently the assistant director 

for the Center for Educational Outreach and assistant 

professor of Allied Health Sciences. Pamela was instru-

mental in the development of the Texas Joint Admis-

sion Medical Program (JAMP), which is now a well 
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established statewide program available to economi-

cally disadvantaged students.

During a brief hiatus from Baylor, Pamela spent 

2 years directing a community-based breast cancer 

project for uninsured women. In addition, for the last 

10 years Pamela has served as a team leader on annu-

al mission trips to Montero, Bolivia. She organizes, 

leads, and translates for a team of medical professionals 

and volunteers who provide care to indigent families 

and a girls’ orphanage. Most recently, Pamela received 

the DeBakey Scholar award from Baylor, which is 

awarded each year to a 4th-year medical student in 

honor of Dr. Michael E. DeBakey.

Pamela’s professional goals include a commitment 

to advocacy and involvement in research on under-

served care, international medical and public health 

work, and a PCMH-model medical practice in an 

underserved population.

Anthony Lim, a 2009 Pisacano Scholar, is a 4th-

year medical student at Boston University School of 

Medicine (BU). He graduated Phi Beta Kappa and with 

distinction from Stanford University with a Bachelor 

of Arts in Human Biology. After graduation, he spent a 

year in Taiwan and China, fulfi lling a lifelong dream to 

learn Mandarin. Upon returning to the United States, 

Anthony gained a year of valuable business experience 

working at a management consulting fi rm. He subse-

quently attended Harvard Law School, graduating cum 

laude.

Anthony was the recipient of an AmeriCorps edu-

cational award for 1 year of public service within an 

underserved community. During this time, he taught 

math at a tuition-free middle school for children from 

economically disadvantaged families. Prior to attend-

ing medical school, Anthony spent a year as a clinical 

research assistant at the Joslin Diabetes Center, work-

ing on a nationwide NIH study examining treatment 

options for type-2 diabetes in adolescents.

As a medical student at BU, Anthony has continued 

his commitment to service. As an Albert Schweitzer 

Fellow, he organized and led weekly therapeutic ses-

sions for homeless individuals recovering from ill-

ness, and he co-organized and moderated a homeless 

symposium. Anthony also co-founded and co-led BU’s 

Christian Medical and Dental Association (CMDA). 

He was recently inducted into the Gold Humanism 

and Honor Society, which honors medical students for 

“demonstrating excellence in clinical care, leadership, 

compassion, and dedication to service.”

As a family physician, Anthony looks forward to 

a career that combines patient care, clinical teaching, 

and working with the underserved. He intends to work 

relentlessly at the individual, community, and policy-

wide level toward building healthier communities.

Steven Lin, a 2009 Pisacano Scholar, is a 4th-year 

medical student at Stanford School of Medicine. He 

graduated summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa from 

Duke University with a Bachelor of Science in Biol-

ogy. His work on eliminating health inequities nation-

ally made him the American Red Cross “Person of the 

Year” at Duke, where he was also elected chapter presi-

dent. He received 3 major fellowships and was named a 

national semifi nalist for the Rhodes Scholarship.

At Stanford, Steven joined the Asian Liver Center, 

the fi rst non-profi t organization in the country that 

addresses the disproportionate burden of hepatitis B 

and liver cancer in Asians. While spearheading out-

reach and educational projects both domestically and 

internationally in China, he conducted one of the 

largest epidemiological studies of hepatitis B in Asian 

Americans, which won honors from the American Col-

lege of Preventive Medicine and became a landmark 

paper in Hepatology. He was also a key contributor to 

the Asian Liver Center’s “Physician’s Guide to Hepatitis 

B” – an evidence-based practice guideline funded by the 

CDC. Working with the Department of Public Health 

and the California State Assembly, Steven helped create 

public and provider awareness about the importance of 

routine hepatitis B testing and vaccination, and ensure 

access to treatment for chronically infected individuals.

He received the Albert Schweitzer Fellowship to 

start a free clinic for underserved Asians at risk for 

hepatitis B and liver cancer. His clinic attracted national 

media attention and was inducted into the National 

Task Force on Hepatitis B. In recognition of his work, 

Steven was awarded the American Academy of Family 

Physicians’ Student Community Outreach Award.

Karl Metzger, a 2009 Pisacano Scholar, is a 4th-

year medical student at the University of Kansas 

School of Medicine. He graduated from the University 

of Nebraska, Lincoln with a Bachelor of Science in 

mechanical engineering. While attending night school 

to obtain his undergraduate degree, Karl also began 

his 20-year career in the engineering fi eld. During this 

time, he also joined the US Marine Corps and contin-

ued to serve 6 years in the reserves. He was awarded 

the Meritorious Mast for Leadership for outstanding 

leadership as a Programming Team Leader.

Karl’s management experience in his engineering 

career subsequently led to a new career as the business 

manager of large health club. As a medical student, 

Karl has continued his leadership and academic excel-

lence. During his fi rst 2 years of medical school, he 

participated in the Kansas University Medical Center 

International Outreach’s (KUMCIO) medical mission 

trip to Belize. Karl also served as the project director 

for the KUMC Community Health Project, which 

places 2nd-year medical students in community safety 
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net clinics. He co-managed the placements of the stu-

dents and monitored their experiences with the com-

munity organizations.

After residency, Karl envisions his future career in 

an integrated practice that offers a variety of services 

in both conventional and complementary medicine as 

well as small groups, social/community support, psy-

chiatry, counseling, exercise, and nutrition. He also 

plans to volunteer for the underserved both nationally 

and internationally.

Jane Ireland

Pisacano Leadership Foundation
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THE STFM SPECIAL TASK FORCE ON 
THE FUTURE OF FAMILY MEDICINE: 
BUILDING THE FOUNDATION FOR 
THE MEDICAL HOME
In 2005 the STFM Board formed a special task force to 

respond to the future of family medicine (FFM)1 report’s 

strategic initiative 8, recruiting and training a diverse 

workforce. The task force set priorities in 4 areas: 

designing a competency based curriculum for the new 

model of family medicine (FM); supporting initiatives for 

international medical graduates (IMGs) in FM residen-

cies, enhancing pipeline recruitment of medical students 

likely to enter FM; and, developing leaders in FM. This 

article summarizes the task force’s accomplishments in 

the 4 focus areas and suggests directions for the future.

Competency-Based Curriculum for the New 
Model (Patient-Centered Medical Home)
The competency-based curriculum (CBC) for the new 

model (patient-centered medical home or PCMH) is 

designed to offer a continuum of teaching and learning 

resources for predoctoral, residency, and preceptor/

teacher education in 4 important areas:

•  group visits, led by Julie Schirmer (http://www.

fmdrl.org/1415)

•  advanced access, led by George Valko (http://

www.fmdrl.org/1418)

•  quality improvement, led by Peter Carek and Bill 

Shore (http://www.fmdrl.org/1417)

•  the chronic care model, led by Jeff Susman 

(http://www.fmdrl.org/1416)

Each unit contains model goals, objectives, evalua-

tion materials, checklists, teaching activities, and fac-

ulty development suggestions.

Recent efforts, such as the collaboration between the 

Association of Departments of Family Medicine (ADFM) 

Clinical Group and the University of Minnesota, have 

resulted in a clearinghouse for pay for performance 

(P4P) developed by David Satin, MD (http://www.stu-

dent.med.umn.edu/p4p/index.php) and the establishment 

of the STFM Group on the PCMH (chaired by John 

Rogers and Caryl Heaton), and resources for the PCMH 

(http://www.stfm.org/initiatives/future.cfm).

Initiatives for International Medical Graduates 
in Family Medicine Residencies
Recognizing that international medical gradu-

ates (IMGs) comprise a signifi cant and increasing 

(approximately 40%) percentage of the family medi-

cine workforce, STFM assessed these IMG’s needs 

through a survey (Simpson et al, forthcoming) and 

developed a related series of training workshops for 

entering residents and teaching resources. While the 

initial workshop format was successful, the number of 

participants was insuffi cient to sustain this approach. 

Instead, alternative resources to support IMGs have 

been developed, including instructional materials that 

program directors and faculty can use to educate their 

residents (eg, http://www.fmdrl.org/index.cfm?event=c.

beginBrowseD&clearSelections=1&criteria=img#1613). 

The STFM IMG Initiative will be producing web-

based materials for programs beginning in late 2009.

Family Medicine Pipeline Project
The Family Medicine Pipeline Project (led by Janice 

Benson, Ellen Whiting, and David Pole) focused on 

the recruitment of a diverse workforce into family 

medicine (http://www.stfm.org/initiatives/pipeline.

cfm). FutureFamilyDocs’ innovative web site provides 

valuable resources (eg, posters, talking points) that we 

can use to recruit high school students to family medi-

cine (http://www.futurefamilydocs.org/). Other key 

accomplishments include the formation of an STFM 

Group on Family Medicine Pipeline, which fi rst met 

at the 2009 Annual Conference and the development 

of resources on patient confi dentiality, privacy and 

HIPAA rules for shadowing students. Additional activi-

ties include a national contest for clinicians to submit 

photos of themselves or colleagues talking with young 

patients and a collaboration with the National Area 

Health Education Consortium Organization (NAO).

Leadership Development
The leadership workgroup, led by Terry Steyer (cur-

rent STFM president), identifi ed critical resources and 
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